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As religion is the great business, for which we are created, and on which our
happiness depends; and as religion consists in an intercourse between
ourselves and our Maker; and so has its foundation in God's nature and ours,
and in the relation that God and we stand in to each other; therefore a true
knowledge of both must be needful in order to true religion. But the
knowledge of ourselves consists chiefly in right apprehensions concerning
those two chief faculties of our nature, the Understanding and Will. Both are
very important: yet the science of the latter must be confessed to be of
greatest moment; inasmuch as all virtue and religion have their seat more
immediately in the will, consisting more especially in right acts and habits of
this faculty. And the grand question about the Freedom of the Will, is the main
point that belongs to the science of the Will. Therefore I say, the importance of
this subject greatly demands the attention of Christians, and especially of
Divines. - Summary from the preface
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